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B-3260 - B-3263 1844-1851
920-900 William St. (West side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

This side of William St. is improved by two long rows of two story plus
attic, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, all of which are covered with
formstone. 912 William St. has been enlarged and now is three stories in height
with a shed roof. The first floor area of 920 William St. serves as a corner
grocery. 914-920 William St. were built by John S. Gittings as part of his
development of the southern section of this block; 900-912 William St. were probably
built by William Harman, a local house carpenter, for Sophia Read, who owned
the property.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This row of two story plus attic brick houses with gable roofs was built as
a unit in the 1840's and formed part of the original group of such houses that
extended along this side of William St. The houses have been covered with formstone.

The houses are two and a half stories in height, 14' wide (except for 900 which
is 18' wide), and occupy lots 80' deep. Each house is two rooms deep and originally
had a one story high, two bay deep rear addition. 900 William St. currently has
a two story high, four bay deep rear addition with an added, one bay deep later
section. 902 and 910 William have added two story sections on the first bay of
the rear addition and 910 has an extra one story high, one bay deep frame addition.
904 William has a two story high, two bay deep addition; 906 has an added one bay
wide two story section on the first bay of the addition; and 908 has a two story
high, two bay deep addition with an added one story high, one bay deep section.
The houses were probably constructed in running bond but their facades have
been covered with formstone. Each house has a double rectangular chimney located
along the north end of both its front and rear roof gables, except for 900 William
which has a triple hooded chimney located along the north side of its rear gabl«<
and 902 William, which has its chimneys located along its south side. Each housc
originally also had a rear end chimney, located at the west end of the kitchen
addition. These still exist at 906, 908, and 910 William St. The low-pitched
gable roof has a continuous, two-tier brick cornice which extends across the
facade, but is hidden by the formstone.

Because of the formstone covering the original treatment of the lintels and
sills cannot be determined. It appears, however, that the lintels were flat (wood
or splayed brick). A number of the houses have brick header sills, but these may
be contemporary with the formstone covering. The first and second floor window
openings of all the houses are filled with 1/1 double hung sash; the attic story
windows of 902, 904, 908, and 910 are filled with 1/1 sash also. At 906 the attic
story windows are filled with a pair of single pane casement windows and at 900
the attic windows are filled with 3/3 sash. The attic story windows of 900 William
St,, on the Warren Ave. facade, are particularly interesting. There are three
tall, narrow openings. The center window is filled with 4/4 double hung sash and
the flanking side windows are filled with 2/2 horizontally placed, double hung
sash. The Warren Ave. facade second floor windows are filled with the original
6/6 sash. The houses have a mixed array of door types, but all have narrow,
rectangular single light transoms. 902, 904, and 906 William St. have late panel
doors with multi-light panels set above the lower wood panels; 908 William has
a modern flush door; and 910 William has a 15-1light glass and panel door. 900
William has a new doorway, with a deeper transom area with four vertically set
lights, above a row of dentils. The door has nine upper lights set above a lowex
wood panel. The houses sit on low basements, the entrances being reached by
two brick or stone steps. Each house has a rectangular coal opening located
beneath the first floor window.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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—1600-1699 X _ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT William G. and Sophia C. Read

(William H. Harmon)

1845-46
. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This row of houses is representative of a large group of such two story plus

attic houses built in the 1840's and 1850's in this central section of Federal Hill,

to accomodate the growing labor foce centered around the Baltimore waterfront. Although
showing possible stylistic influences from Greek Revival style buildings constructed
in Baltimore in thel820's and 1830's (in the proportions of the attic windows and the
chaste exterior details), the outstanding feature of these houses is their extreme
simplicity of design and detailing. They are practical adaptations of a current mode
*of building, designed to meet the need for efficient, low-cost housing for a growing

orking class community. The floor plan is essentially the same as that of the two
story with dormer windows type of house which generally preceded this type chronologically,
the two main floors having both a front and back room deparated by an enclosed, narrow,
tightly winding staircase. Both front and back rooms usually have fireplaces. The
kitchens were usually located in an addition built onto the rear of the house. The
increase in the height of the third story (from a dormer story to an attic story)
allowed the third story to be divided into two separate rooms, in place of the one
open roon usual with the dormer-storied houses, thus providing welcome additional,

private living space.

This particular row of houses was built by Sophia Read and her husband William G.
Read, on land allotted to her in the partition and division of the real estate of
her father, John Eager Howard. The fact that 900 William St. was leased to William
Harmon, and 904 William St. leased to his brother Samuel Harmon, local house carpenters
and bricklayers, suggests that they actually built the row of houses for the Reads
under some arrangement whereby they were compensated for their work by receiving two
of the houses. 1 William Harmon also built the large house directly across Warren Ave.

from 900 William St., at 836 William St.

Although most houses such as these were held by the builder as rental property,
these were not. The Reads sold each house to an individual owner as soon as they
were completed. The first owner of 908 William St. was John G. Kines, the brother
of Francis Kines who lived at 905 Light St. (See under 905 Light St.)é

lgaltimore City Land Records, Liber AWB 370, Folio 338
2Ibid, Liber AWB 369, Folio 7

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EXMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

A‘
STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION ERTE
Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 4/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd,
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Marvland 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PSs- 1108



LGHT 23203

[T 2m 2 2 202 27 QCF. (202)
( - ]6 14 ot 15 14 © |.) m r‘i; ; =
o T : gl - O ; 2
' 3 . = = >
E ol w |3l | B ?g
C R o | N2 ~No -z
oS |lo|e |9 |m & L
G 'P g l:: _-:—I’fl I—Zn
7 ==
{HORNS  CKT. 6 sfs 13 o m\ L"‘ <
___————-g g 2 e —E
=zl > 54 ’ wn — .
= — =3 o By oRIo A ,:————————“"—_-'_'_ =
204 202 200 L -
T
o 7 c, PR
COMPTON  ST. & < =k
- _SEESUBPLAN M 15 i
f ' e oo . oA fi =
oMPTON e £ (N
. * Ce = ¥ I’ S »A r_J g ::. -_:
- TIRT L m 56 .
. s L= b ) R et
' 7 A 2 - 9
eG2Ys o= r#
=k ' = 8 = o 5 = &
o LS i % o s~
= t = 3 w =1
* Sl & Y Ly o
‘*_Gé____—-—. =5 4
ey O O E & B
Bty 'CJ". -F" —1-
CEIY i el - i e I
"Jﬁ; ;.:_ —i 1= :
&2 11y -
: o 2 WARREN AL.

.......

3AV

s 1 1gg1a-a471 12 ]

e 2B Db s N2 g

W\LL\AM




B-3263

900-910 William Street
Block 0919 Lots 001-006
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3263 900-910 William St.
M.E.H, 4/79

East and north elevations



